
Geography 
Parent Information



What is Geography?
Geography deals with the Earth. Geographers are interested in Earth's physical 
features, such as mountains, deserts, rivers, and oceans. They are also interested in 
the ways that people affect and are affected by the natural world. There are many 
skills which are taught through geography lessons. These are: 
- Map reading
- Map Drawing
- Identifying and using Human and Physical Features
- Using Digimaps
- Using Compass Directions and Grid References
- Reasoning
- Locating landmarks
- Comparing similarities and differences
- Studying pictures and photographs



Who learns geography? 

Children in Years 1-6 have half-termly topics which are either 
geography or history focused. Each year group has at least 3 

geography topics per year. Children in Reception learn and take 
part in activities based on their EYFS educational programme 

‘Understanding the World’ which has the foundation knowledge 
and skills to support their child when working towards and 
entering the National Curriculum in Year 1 in Geography.

Who leads geography? 
Miss Robertshaw



Geography at Heptonstall



Geography taught at Heptonstall

Teachers in Years 1-6 plan using 
the National Curriculum.

They use these objectives 
provided to plan exciting lessons 

to teach the children about 
geography.

This provides the knowledge of 
the geography curriculum.



Geography Progression– EYFS – Y6

Teachers also use a 
progression 
document to ensure 
geography skills 
and knowledge are 
built upon in each 
year.



Geography Progression of Vocabulary
To support children’s 
progression of vocabulary 
the geography leads across 
the Trust worked together 
to identify key 
geographical vocabulary 
to support children’s 
learning across the school. 
This is then used to inform 
planning and to ensure 
children are exposed to a 
range of vocabulary, 
building upon their prior 
learning. 



Geography Medium Term Plans
From the National Curriculum objectives and progressions of skills and 
using the progression of vocabulary and greater depth questions, 
teachers then work across the Trust to create a sequence of learning for 
the topic called a Medium Term Plan. 



Must Knows/knowledge organisers
Teachers create must knows/knowledge organisers linked to each area of 
the history curriculum to support the children in their learning. This also 

helps them to revise and remember. You will see these on your child’s 
class dojo page. Children highlight these as part of their self-assessment.



Inclusivity: Supporting ALL children
Some children may need extra support in order to achieve in geography. At 
Heptonstall we incorporate a teaching to the top style approach where all 
children are exposed to the same learning but ensure high quality support 

is in place to assist children’s individual needs to get there.

Therefore your child may…
- Complete learning verbally rather than written in books

- Have additional 1-1 or small group work supported by an adult
- Have a differentiated task which is more ‘hands on’ and verbal to 

accommodate their needs
- Have their own personalised ‘Must Knows’ to aim to achieve smaller 

steps in the subject before moving on



Recording Geography Learning
We evidence our geography 
work in individual exercise 
books throughout the year. 
Half termly overviews and 
examples of learning are 

displayed on the geography 
display board in the school 

hall. 
These displays are changed 

and updated every half 
term or when a new 

Geography unit has been 
taught.



Embedded Geography

We also embed geography into other areas of our school day. This includes: 

- themed events such as ‘World Habitat Day’ and ‘World Food Day’
- providing homework projects
- Cross-curricular: using geography skills in other lessons.
- variety of class story and home reading books about stories across the 
world.
- using and referring to the class globe in each year group.
- topic boards in the school hall, updated every half-term.
- topic related books available in classrooms



Monitoring Geography
All subjects are regularly monitored in a variety of ways at Heptonstall. Geography is 

monitored by Miss Robertshaw through a yearly action plan which focuses on 
embedding, monitoring and introducing aspects to maintain a good curriculum for 

geography across the school for all children. 
Some ways this is done is by:

- Conducting pupil voice interviews and questionnaires
- Internal/cross Trust and External deep dives (lesson observations, staff interviews 

and book looks)
- Learning walks (display checks)

- Data drops and the analysis of this
- Trip overviews

- Resource monitoring
- Checking of planning

- Staff training (webinars, meetings, courses)
- Celebrating staff and children’s geography achievements

- Subject lead keeping up to date with reading, research and training



Can you help us?

Do you work in a job which uses geographer skills? 
Do you know someone who does? 

We would love to build some links with parents to our give our 
children context for their learning in the wider community, 

providing them with future aspirations. 

If you have a background in any field of geography and would 
be willing to talk to one of our year groups or in an assembly 

about what a job relating to geography skills entails then 
please email the school office. 



Thank you for the taking the time to read 
this presentation. If you would like to 

hear more about the teaching of 
geography at Heptonstall please ring the 

office and request an appointment to 
speak to Miss Robertshaw. 
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