


What is Geography?

Geography deals with the Earth. Geographers are interested in Earth's physical
features, such as mountains, deserts, rivers, and oceans. They are also interested in
the ways that people affect and are affected by the natural world. There are many
skills which are taught through geography lessons. These are:

- Map reading

- Map Drawing

- Identifying and using Human and Physical Features

- Using Digimaps

- Using Compass Directions and Grid References

- Reasoning

- Locating landmarks

- Comparing similarities and differences

- Studying pictures and photographs



Who learns geography?

Children in Years 1-6 have half-termly topics which are either
geography or history focused. Each year group has at least 3

geography topics per year. C
part in activities based on t
‘Understanding the World' w

nildren in Reception learn and take
neir EYFS educational programme

nich has the foundation knowledge

and skills to support their child when working towards and
entering the National Curriculum in Year 1 in Geography.

Who leads geography?

Miss Robertshaw
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Department
for Education

Geography programmes of study:
key stages 1 and 2

National curriculum in England

Purpose of study

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination
about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and
natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth's key
physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the
world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical
and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and
approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped,
interconnected and change over time.

Aims

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

= develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both
terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and
how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial
variation and change over time

= are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

= collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through
experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical
processes
interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.




Yearly Progression of MNC Hnu'l.l.rledgeJ Skills and Undu’sla'lding

Substantive Knowledge

_ Year 1 & Year 2 Year 3 & Year 4 Year 5 & Year &

Know the name of
my =chaoaol

Know that | live in
Halifze

Know that | live in

Understand the
terms ‘land’ and

n

§=r

Know the name of my schoaol
Know the town/city where | live

Understand where my school is in my
local area

Uze zimple locational and directional
languzge (nesr, far, up, down, left,
right, forwards, backwards)

MName, locate and describe key
lamdrmarks in the local area, uzing
simple locationzl/directional language
and the four main compass directions.

Mame and locate the countries in the
UK.

MName and locate the capital cities of
the four countries in the UK.

Mame and locate the 3 mains seas that
surrcund the UK.

MName and locate some of he key
features of the LK, the capital cities and

ather major cities and surrcunding seas.

Understand the terms ‘continents’ and
‘ocEans’

Mzme, locate, describe and dizcuss key
lamdmarks and geographical festures of
the local area, employing the use of the
gight point compass, four figure grid
references, maps, symbals and keys

Marme and locate different types of UK
settlements [hamlets, villages, towns,
cities, conurbations) employing the wse
of the gight points of a compass, maps,
symbols and keys.

Mzarme and locate counties and cities of
the UK, netional parks and their
topographical features [hills,
mournitzins, coasts and rivers) using the
eight points of a compass, four figure
grid references, maps, symbols and
keys

Mzme, locate and understand the
significance of the Eguator,
Morthern/Southern Hemisphere,

Mame, locate and describe = local river
and understand how it haz changed
awer time, using the eight compass
points, six figure grid references, maps
symbaols 2nd keys

Mame and locate different types of UK
mountzins employing the use of the
eight points of a compass, maps,
symbols and keys

Mame, locate and describe some of the
wiorld's major rivers, employing the use
of the eight points of a compass, maps,
symibols 2nd keys
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aphy Medium Term Plan / Planni
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MC Objective

-

Mame and lecate countries ard cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human ard physical characteristics, key topegraphical

featurs cluding hills, mourtains, coasts and rivers) and land-use patterns: and understand how some of these aspects hawe changed aver time

Describe and understand key cspects of

Physical geography including climate zores, biomes, vegetation belfs, rivers, mourtains, volca

Hurman geography including types of settlement and land use, econamic activity including trade |
¢/, food. minerals and water

and earthquakes and the water cycle
. and the distribution of natural resource

Mame, locate and understand th nificance of the Equater, Morthern/ Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer/Capricarn, latitude, longitude,
Antarctic/Arctic Circle and different climate zones

Locate countries of south America its environmertal regions and key human ard physical characteristics

and South America including climate, environmental

Study, understand, write about, draw ard label key human and physical characteristics batween the
regions, key physical erd human characteristics (eg, coasts, seas, rivers, copitals and other majer cities, lendmarks and population)

Understand and compare the climate of South America with the UK

Use maps, atlases, Soogle Maps and Soogle Earth to lecate and describe humen/physical features of South America including countries, land use,

sgttlements, mourtains, coasts limate and temperature

Use aerial images and age-appropricte graphs to acquire and discuss geographical information

Describe and explein charging land use in South America, including the Amazon Rainforest

Understard what life is in cities, villages and other settlements of South America

Use the 8 points of o compass, £ figure grid referen maps with keys and Soogle Maps ard Soogle Sarth to describe features of locations in South
America and create a tourist route.

Create detailed maps.

Use the & points of a compass and 4 figure grid references, maps, symbols an
physical features of Antarctica

Use the 2 points of o compass and 4 figure grid references, maps, symbals and key:
physical features of a region of the UK when comparing with regions of Antarchica
Understand the extreme weather conditions in Antarctica and their impact

To describe and understand the effect of extreme weather conditions on seftlements and land use in Antarctica
Understard the effect of climate charge gn Anfarctica

s {ircleding Grdrance Survey Maps) te identify and describe human and

ircleding Ordrance Survey Maps) to idertify and describe human and

e and explain
the water cycle

river formation and
eatures of
river systems

features of
a river and
river
formation

Remind the cl en about geography, what it is and what we kearn about. Recap some other key facts
from ather years such as capital ¢ , continents and oceans.
Recap the water cycle which is covered in year 4 science.

Today we will be looking af how a river is formed and the key features of a river
5=/ Swww.rgs.org/ schools/teaching-resources/rivers-(11/] fF-a-rivers

show the children pictures of the River Severn at different points. The River

river. Show the river in the upper, middle and lower course.

What are the photes showing? What does the landscape look like? What features can be seen? Ls the

surrcunding band stesp or flat? Is the river bed rarrow or w How does the water change? Is it

turbulent or calm® What is the evidence that these are rivers? This is o miri enguiry.

Establish that the photos are of the same river. Explair that a river fakes different characteristics at

different points of its course. Children may ratice that mud flats mean the tide is out.

Rives vern 220miles bang

Reiterate that rivers con be divide into stages - upper course, middle course and lower course.

o through the upper course and its features then the middle course and its features then the lower

course and its features.

wern is the UK's long

TASE

Childrer fo write a paregraph explaining how a river is formed or children can voice record an
zxplanation

They will ther stick in a picture a river. They will divide it into upper, middle and lowar cowrse and then
label and explain the features that can be seen - Meanders, ox bow lakes, mouth, fleodplain, source,
lewvee, fributary, chanrel

SEMD

Children fo discuss what human and physical features are. Sart pictures into human and physical
features. Can they name some of the physical features? Have pictures of river, stream, canal, hills,
mountains, cliffs. Children o stick in a diogram of a river. Can they label the source and the mouth? Can
they split the river into upper, middle ard lower?

If children ars able, you could intreduce o meander and a fributary.

Must Know Fact

Precipitation, condensation and evaparation form the water cycle.

Rivers begin at the source and end at the mouth.

A river can be divided into stages, the upper course, middie cowrse and lower course.

Water cycle
River

River
formation
Feature

River Severn
Upper course
Middle course
Lower course
Erosion
Transpartation
Deposition
Ox bow lakes
Mearders
Mouth

Source
Floadplain
Leves
Tributary
Channel




Keyy Vocohulary

A man made waterway constructed
to allowr the passage o? boats or ships
carrying goods inland.

channel A wide strait or waterway between
two landmasses that lie close to each
other

confluence The point where a tributary joins a
river.
A small island created by deposited
material [soil and rocks).

deposit When a river loses enerau it will drop
some of the material i 5 carrying.
The wearing away of land by forces
such as water.

A drowned rver valley in a coastal
lowland area. It occurs near or at the
mouth of a river, where the tide
meets the current.

The source of
most rivers is
on high ground
or in the
mountains.
Some rivers join
up with other
rivers
(tributaries). The
point where they
meet is called a

confluence.

Feetirmes off @ Rlver
S e

e

Rain falling on high ground collects
in channels and flows downwards
forming a stream. Streams run
downhill and join other streams,
increasing in size and speed, forming
a river. The river here flows quickly
and the channel has steep sides and
runs through valleys.
Features include - waterfalls and

rapids.

Fast flowing water causes erosion making the river
deeper and wider.
Features include - meanders.

The Lower Course
Rivers flow with less force due to being on flat land.
The river deposits the eroded material that it has
carried.
Riverbanks have shallower sides.
Features include - floodplains, deltas and estuaries.

Topic Must Knows
Rivers

Key Facts

Precipitation, condensation, evaporation form the water cycle.

Rivers begin at the source and end at the mouth.

A river can be divide into stages, the upper course, the middle course and the lower course.
The River Calder is our main local river.

The River Severn and the River Thames are the two longest rivers in the UK.

benefits of river transport.

Waterways eg. rivers and canals, are used to transport goods.

The River Nile (in Africa) and the River Amazon (in South America) are the longest rivers in the
world.

Severe flooding is caused by atmospheric conditions that lead to heavy rain or the rapid
melting of snow and ice.

A drought is an event of prolonged shortages in water supply.



Inclusivity: Supporting ALL children

Some children may need extra support in order to achieve in geography. At

Heptonstall we incorporate a teaching to the top style approach where all

children are exposed to the same learning but ensure high quality support
is in place to assist children’s individual needs to get there.

Therefore your child may...
- Complete learning verbally rather than written in books
- Have additional 1-1 or small group work supported by an adult
- Have a differentiated task which is more ‘hands on’ and verbal to
accommodate their needs
- Have their own personalised ‘Must Knows' to aim to achieve smaller
steps in the subject before moving on



Recording Geography Learning

We evidence our geography
work in individual exercise
books throughout the year.
Half termly overviews and
examples of learning are

displayed on the geography

display board in the school

hall.

These displays are changed
and updated every half
term or when a new
Geography unit has been
taught.

2
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Embedded Geography

We also embed geography into other areas of our school day. This includes:

- themed events such as ‘World Habitat Day’ and ‘World Food Day’

- providing homework projects

- Cross-curricular: using geography skills in other lessons.

- variety of class story and home reading books about stories across the
world.

- using and referring to the class globe in each year group.

- topic boards in the school hall, updated every half-term.

- topic related books available in classrooms



Monitoring Geography

All subjects are regularly monitored in a variety of ways at Heptonstall. Geography is
monitored by Miss Robertshaw through a yearly action plan which focuses on
embedding, monitoring and introducing aspects to maintain a good curriculum for
geography across the school for all children.

Some ways this is done is by:

- Conducting pupil voice interviews and questionnaires
- Internal/cross Trust and External deep dives (lesson observations, staff interviews
and book looks)

- Learning walks (display checks)

- Data drops and the analysis of this
- Trip overviews
- Resource monitoring
- Checking of planning
- Staff training (webinars, meetings, courses)

- Celebrating staff and children’'s geography achievements
- Subject lead keeping up to date with reading, research and training




Can you help us?

Do you work in a job which uses geographer skills?
Do you know someone who does?

We would love to build some links with parents to our give our
children context for their learning in the wider community,
providing them with future aspirations.

If you have a background in any field of geography and would
be willing to talk to one of our year groups or in an assembly
about what a job relating to geography skills entails then
please email the school office.



Thank you for the taking the time to read
this presentation. If you would like to
hear more about the teaching of
geography at Heptonstall please ring the
office and request an appointment to
speak to Miss Robertshaw.

00
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