
Progression of Vocabulary Geography 

Acorn  Sapling  Oak 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Local Area Aerial 
view  
Backwards 
Bird’s eye view  
city 
Direction 
Feature 
Forwards  
Human feature 
Instruction 
Landmark  
Left  
geography  
map 
Physical feature 
Right  
Symbol  
town  
Village  
world  
 
The UK  
Belfast 
Capital city  
Cardiff 
Country 
Countryside  
Edinburgh  
England 
English channel  
Irish Sea 
London 
North Sea  
Northern Ireland  

Walk in the Park 
Compass 
Differences 
East 

Key 
North 
Road map 
Similarities 
Sketch map 
South 
West  
 
The UK and Capital 
Cities  

Recap from year 1  
Belfast 
Capital city  
Cardiff 
Country 
Countryside  
Edinburgh  
England 
English channel  
Irish Sea 
London 
North Sea  
Northern Ireland  
Scotland  
UK 
Wales 

 
Brilliant Beaches  
Beach 

Climate and 
weather  
Altitude  

Climate  
Climate zone 
Factors 
Global warming  

Impact  
Influences 
Latitude   
Longitude 
Temperate 

 
USA 
Continent 
Contrast 
Deserts 
Field 
land use 
Moors 
Mountains 
Prairie land 
State  
 
Population and 
Settlements 
8 point compass 
City 
Compact 
Conurbation 
Dispersed 

Hamlet 

Brazil  
Northern hemisphere  
Southern hemisphere  
Tropics 
Tropic of Cancer  
Tropic of Capricorn  

 
Antarctica  
Adapt  
Survive  
Survival  
Grid references   
 
Yorkshire 
Topographical 
features 
National parks 
Rural  
Urban  

Yorkshire Dales 

Rivers 
6 figure grid 
references 
Channel 

Deposition  

Drought  

Erosion 
Exports 
Feature  
Flood  
Floodplain 
Imports 
Levee 
Lower course 
Meanders  
Middle course 
Mouth 
Ox bow lakes 
Political map  
River  
River formation 
River Severn  
Source 
Transportation 
Tributary 
Upper course 
Water cycle  
 
Trade and Resources   
Developed  
Developing 

Extreme Earth  
Cinder cone volcano 
Composite volcano 
Constructive plate  
Destructive plate 
Earthquake  
Earthquake zones  
Erupt  
Extinct  
Ground resonance 
Hot spot 
Landslide  
Mountain 
Mountain formation 
Seismographs  
Shield volcano 
Surface fault  
Tectonic plates 
Tsunamis 
Types of volcanoes  
Volcanic eruptions  
Volcano 
 
Biomes  
Biome 
British Summer Time  
BST 
Coverage  
Endangered 
Environment  
Fauna  
Flora 
GMT  



Progression of Vocabulary Geography 

 

Scotland  
UK 
Wales 
Weather  
 
Continents and 
Oceans  
Africa 
Antarctica  
Asia 
Atlas 
Australasia  
Continent  
Equator  
Europe 
Globe  
Locate  
North America 
North Pole 
Ocean  
Population 
South America  
South Pole 

Coastline 
Seaside 

North east 
North west 
Rural 
Settlements  
South east 
South west 
Suburban  
Town 
Urban  
Village 
Food production 
Food security  

 

Distribution 
Economics 
Economy 
Energy  
Fairtrade  
Food 
Highest value  
Less economically 
developed 
Minerals 
Natural resources 
Partnerships  
Trade 
Trading  
Valuable  
Water 
 
London & Europe  
Route 
Tourist  
 
 

 

Greenwich Mean 
Time  
Meridian  
Pollution 
Species 
Threat 
Vegetation 
Wild fires 

 


