


What is History?

History is the study of the past. It enables us to make sense of what is happening now and what may
happen in the future. People have been able to learn what happened in the past by examining and
analysing objects from the past. In history, we call these sources. This includes books, newspapers, and
letters. Artefacts like pottery, tools, and human or animal remains have contributed greatly to
historical enquiries and to our understanding of the past. A person who studies history is called a
historian. Primary (first-hand/original) and secondary (second-hand) sources are used throughout the
teaching of history.

There are lots of skills taught in history including:

Chronological understanding (the order of events and lifetimes), organising and communicating
these

The use and identification of primary and secondary sources

The use of timelines and the vocabulary involved e.g. BC and AD (BC stands for Before Christ and AD
stands for Anno Domini, which is Latin for 'in the year of the Lord’).

Understanding the influences of history on our lives today, their continuity and changes

Discussing past events and interpreting them for their cause and consequence

Historical enquiry

Using a range of evidence from the past

Recognising a range of similarities and differences between then and now



Who learns history?

Children in Years 1-6 have half-termly topics which are either
geography or history focused. Each year group has at least 3
history topics per year. Children in Reception learn and take part
in activities based on their EYFS educational programme
‘Understanding the World" which has the foundation knowledge
and skills to support their child when working towards and
entering the National Curriculum in Year 1 in history.

Who leads history?

Miss Robertshaw
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History programmes of study:
key stages 1 and 2
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Progression of Skills in History

EYFS History Skills

Significant historical events, people and
places in their own locality

The lives of significant individuals in the
past

Changes within living memory Events beyond living memory

Begin to make sense of their own life- | «  Comment on images of familiar

story and family’s history.
Understand the ways | have changed.
Talk about the changes that have
happened within my family lifetime
e.g. talking to grandparents about
holiday etc.

Talk about the lives of the people
around them and their roles in
society.

situations in the past

Compare and contrast characters
from stories, including figures from
the past

Understand the past through settings,
characters and events encountered in
books read in class and storytelling.

Identify some similarities and
differences between things in the
past and now, drawing on their
experiences and what has been
read in class.

By the end of Reception pupils will be able to

e Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society
e Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class
® Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling

Key Vocabulary

Today, yesterday, tomorrow, present, past, future, when | was little, remember, ago, order, sequence, old, new, then, now

Divide a timeline
BC/BCE and AD/CE
using a scale provided

Chronalogical
Understanding AD/CE using a scale provided

by the teach

difference between things
that have happened in the

past (to others) and are
happening at present (to
themselves).

Sequence a set of events
or objects.

Begin to use a
timeline to place
important events.

terms created by
Roman

children need to be
are of the non

learning to
the

The children need to
confident| the

f BCE and

cribe the main
n a period in
history and start to

chang

by the teacher.

A scale should help to
show the different
amounts of time
between time periods
and events within a
certain area of study.

Order significant
events, movements
and dates on a
timeline.

Describe the main
changes in a period in
history and why this
has happened.

Analyse how two
historical events
occurred concurrently
in different locations
including any links
between the two.

A scale should help to show
the different amounts of time
between ti
events within a certain area of
study.

HA — Can these children
create their own scale>

e periods and

Order significant events,
movements and dates on a
timeline

Research and analyse how
two historical events occurred
concurrently in different
locations including any links
between the two.




‘Progression of Vocabulary in History
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When mummy and | Living memory Eye witness Empire Point of view
daddy were little Monarch/y Fact Excavate Pharaohs
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old Main events Interpretation Time difference
Past Parliament S Time period
Period Permanent egac Version




History Medium Term Plan / Planni
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reliable, Explain the dif ference between primary and secondary sources
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key terminoclogy - listen to the presentations about the key events
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Cold war

A state of political rivalry between

ountries characterised by threats,
propaganda, and other measures short of
open warfare.

The competition between nations regarding
achievemns, 5 ration.

& form of communication to provide
information that is designed to make people
feel a certain waoy or to believe o certain
thing.

An opinion that favours one side over
another.

& person who is trained by
in spoce.

What are primary sources?

What was the impoct of the Space Race on

maodern daoy

from the past and present using

drowing, dingrams, data-handling

y ¢
printe g ar
pictures, photogrop

Key Facts:

The Soviet Union (USSR) and the United States (US) were involved in the Space Race.
Propaganda posters were used by the USSR and the USA to influence the opinion of
others.

Russia sent the first man (Yuri Gagarin) and woman (Valentina

Cosmonauts work in Space and are trained by the Russian Spa

Astronauts work in Space and are trained by NASA.

Apollo 11 was NASA’s successful Lunar Mission in 1969,

Neil Armstrong was the first man to walk on the moon.

There are many conspiracy theories that question whether the Lunar Mission was
successful.

Advances in technology through Space exploration have contributed to the invention
of modern day appliances such as memory foam and prosthetic limbs.

Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson were the women who
helped to build NASA despite both racial and gender discrimination.




Inclusivity: Supporting ALL children

Some children may need extra support in order to achieve in history. At
Heptonstall we encourage a teaching to the top style approach where all
children are exposed to the same learning but ensure high quality support
is in place to assist children’s individual needs to get there.

Therefore your child may...
- Complete learning verbally rather than written in books
- Have additional 1-1 or small group work supported by an adult
- Have a differentiated task which is more ‘hands on’ and verbal to
accommodate their needs
- Have their own personalised ‘Must Knows' to aim to achieve smaller
steps in the subject before moving on






Embedded History

We also embed history into other areas of our school day. This includes:

- having a class timeline and adding topic and community based events
which we have celebrated to understand chronology, the children’s birth
year is also added to this. It is built upon as they move through the
school.

- marking themed events such as ‘Black History Month" and
‘Remembrance Day’ with events and activities such as whole school
assemblies.

- providing homework projects

- cross-curricular: using history skills in other lessons.

- topic boards in the school hall, updated every half-term.

- topic related books available in classrooms



Monitoring History

All subjects are regularly monitored in a variety of ways at Heptonstall.
History is monitored by Miss Robertshaw through a yearly action plan which focuses
on embedding, monitoring and introducing aspects to maintain a good curriculum for

history across the school for all children.
Some ways this is done is by:
- Conducting pupil voice interviews and questionnaires
- Internal/cross Trust and External deep dives (lesson observations, staff interviews
and book looks)
- Learning walks (display checks)
- Data drops and the analysis of this
- Trip overviews
- Resource monitoring
- Checking of planning
- Staff training (webinars, meetings, courses)
- Celebrating staff and children'’s history achievements
- Subject lead keeping up to date with reading, research and training




Can you help us?

Do you work in a job which uses historian skills?
Do you know someone who does?

We would love to build some links with parents to our give our
children context for their learning in the wider community,
providing them with future aspirations.

If you have a background in any field of history and would be
willing to talk to one of our year groups or in an assembly
about what a job relating to history skills entails, then please
emalil the school office.



Thank you for the taking the time to read
this presentation. If you would like to
hear more about the teaching of history
at Heptonstall please ring the office and
request an appointment to speak to Miss
Robertshaw.
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